Spain became an associated member of the Scientific Committee on Antarctic
Research (SCAR) in 1987. The National SCAR Committee was established in 1990,
when Spain became a SCAR full member.

Functions
• Promoting scientific research in Antarctica
• Representing Spanish scientific community in the international SCAR forum
• Preparing and spreading Spanish reports to SCAR
• Spreading SCAR information and recommendations in Spain
• Promoting Spanish Antarctic research connection to SCAR scientific programmes
• Promoting activities related to Antarctic research
• Promoting the participation of Spanish researchers in international Antarctic
initiatives and scientific programmes
• Spreading the results of Spanish Antarctic research
• Promoting publications related to Antarctic research
• Promoting education and outreach activities related to Antarctic research

www.uam.es/cn‐scar
The Spanish National SCAR Committee is
composed by a president and 6 members, two
from Geosciences, two from Life Sciences ant
two from Physical Sciences.

The National SCAR Committee
promoted the establishment of
the National Polar Data Center
(located
in
the
Spanish
Geological Survey ‐ IGME), and
facilitates its participation in the
SCAR Standing Committee on
Antarctic Data Management
(SCADM).

Spanish Antarctic research
Since 1988 the Spanish Antarctic Research is founded by means of public calls for
research projects in the framework of the National R+D Plans. The research includes
different disciplines, mainly related to: Atmosphere studies, Biology and Ecology,
Geology, Geophysics, Glaciology, Mapping and Geodesy, and Physical Oceanography.
A summary of the Spanish Antarctic research projects is included in the Spanish annual
reports to SCAR (www.uam.es/cn‐scar and www.scar.org).

The National SCAR Committee
played a key role in promoting
the involvement of Spain in the
International Polar Year 2007‐
2008 (IPY), and organized
different activities in the
framework of the IPY.

Spain has two stations in Antarctica: Juan Carlos I Station in Livingston Island, and
Gabriel de Castilla Station in Deception Island, both of them located in the South
Shetland Islands. Research Vessel Hesperides participates in the Spanish Antarctic
campaigns. Las Palmas vessel provided logistic support up to 2011.

Juan Carlos I Station

Conferences, publications and other activities
The National SCAR Committee organizes and promotes scientific conferences,
publications and meetings opened to the scientific community. This included
the National Antarctic or Polar symposia, conferences in Spain of SCAR
subsidiary bodies and SCAR Research Programmes, and meetings to develop
scientific cooperation with Antarctic organizations of different countries.

R/V Hesperides

Gabriel de Castilla Station
SCAR received in Spain the
Prince of Asturias Award 2002
on International Cooperation, as
a recognition to the values that
SCAR represents since it was
created.

The Spanish National SCAR Committee, as all other
Spanish ICSU national committees, is connected with the
Deputy Direction of International Programmes of the
Ministry in which science policy is included.

The National SCAR Committee is linked with the Spanish Polar Committee, which is
in charge of the general coordination of different agencies participating in Spanish
polar activities, and with the National Program of Polar Research, through which the
Spanish Science and Technology system funds Spanish research in Antarctica.

